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Why Make Room for Transgenders?Why Make Room for Transgenders?  

MORONGO BASIN—Queer communities 
mostly agree that transgender folk 
don’t often look like gay men or lesbi-
ans, don’t often socialize with us, 
and, hell, great numbers of trans-
genders don’t even consider them-
selves homosexual.   

So why should LGBs include the strug-
gles of the Ts in on our agenda?  A lot 
of reasons ... 

 The struggle for justice and equality, 
by definition, can’t discriminate; 

 our enemies lump us together anyway; 

 because of the similarities of our experi-
ences, no other groups are more natu-
rally suited for unification ;  

 it’s the right thing to do and we’re on 
the side of right; 

 as leaders in the struggle for equality, 
we are obliged to demand it for all.  

Understanding that, are we obliged to 
represent transgenders here when it 
seems none are even up here? 

Morongo Basin’s Most BraveMorongo Basin’s Most Brave  

Meet the Basin’s bravest: Leslie  Mariah 
Andrews, a 35-year-old transgender 
who lives in Morongo Valley, and Lexi 
Jayden, a 21-year-old Yucca Valley na-
tive. They’re among a handful of brave 
locals unable  and unwilling to deny 
who they are meant to be in order to 
conform to social expectations. 

Leslie Andrews:  A Journalist’s  StoryLeslie Andrews:  A Journalist’s  Story  
For Leslie Andrews, an awareness that 
she was different began at an early 
age. It’s a sentiment most gays and 
lesbians can identify with. During her 
early school years she responded with 
increasing denial to a growing con-
sciousness she was indeed different. 
As an adolescent male, she turned to 
hard line Christianity and regretfully 
recalls bullying young schoolmates 
perceived as gay.  

No amount of hope or denial would 
allow the young teen to avoid the 
awareness and reality puberty would 
stimulate, and in her late teens, Leslie 
began to confront who she was. By 
age 21, she was finding it impossible 
to masquerade as a male while her 
brain told her she was female. Leslie 
began living as a female part-time for 
the next few years. Juggling dual per-
sonas was difficult to manage. 

“In 2001 I decided to unify,” says Leslie. 
“I felt like I was a whole person for the 
first time in my life. No more duality!” 

Today Leslie Andrews is a journalist 
and author. She works full-time for 
Desert Local News, a weekly news 
magazine headquartered in Desert 
Hot Springs. Her beat includes the Mo-
rongo Basin; she’s a familiar face at city 

InsideInside::  

    Two April Men’s EventsTwo April Men’s Events     Pg 3Pg 3  

        Regional Club News     Pg 4Regional Club News     Pg 4  

    Call Speaker Pelosi NowCall Speaker Pelosi Now  Pg 5Pg 5  

Transgender is a general term that ap-
plies to a variety of individuals, behav-
iors, and groups involving tendencies to 
deviate from generally accepted gender 
roles. 

Transgender is the state of one's 
"gender identity" (self-identification as 
male, female, neither or both) when it 
does not match their "assigned 
sex" (identification by others as male or 
female based on physical/genetic sex).  

Transgender does not imply a sexual 
orientation. Transgenders may identify 
as gay, straight, bi, pansexual or asexual; 
or may view these labels inadequate or 
inapplicable to them. A universally ac-

cepted definition 
of transgender 
remains in flux, 
but includes: 

» Designating, or 
relating to, some-
one whose self 
identity does not 
clearly conform 

to conventional notions of male or fe-
male roles, but combines or moves be-

tween them. » People who feel the sex 
assigned them at birth, based on their 
genitals, is an inaccurate or incomplete 

description of themselves. » Non-
identification with the sex (and assumed 

gender) assigned at birth. » A trans-
gender person may have characteristics 
normally associated with one gender, 
but identify as the other. 

Transsexual people identify as, or desire 
to live and be accepted as, a member of 
the sex opposite that assigned at birth. 

Many trans people undergo gender 
transition. Those who have transitioned 
may no longer identify as transgender 
or transsexual, but may identify as sim-
ply a man or a woman.  

Turn to Page 4Turn to Page 4 —>   

’    

‘My experi-My experi-

ence at Cop-ence at Cop-
per Mountain per Mountain   

was reallywas really   
good, says good, says 

Lexi Jayden, Lexi Jayden, 
who moved who moved 
to West Co-to West Co-

vina to be vina to be 
with boy-with boy-

friend Andy.friend Andy.   

’  

‘WhereverWherever   

  I go, I find I go, I find   

  those who those who   

  accept me accept me   

  and those and those   

  who do not,who do not,   

  says says   

  Leslie Leslie   

  AndrewsAndrews .  .    

’  
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_identity
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Hi-Desert LGBT News covers 

what’s happening of concern to 

Morongo Basin’s Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT) 

communities and our allies. We 

cover local social, spiritual and 

political news and events, plus 

we bring you exclusive LGBT 

columns, classifieds, consumer 

information, and provide a forum 

for community organizing. 
 

E-mailed for free!  

Request a free e-mail subscrip-

tion to Morongo Basin’s source 

for queer news, features & info. 

You’ll receive a fresh issue about 

every month, 10 yearly. 
  

Posted for cheap! 
Printed and posted subscriptions 

are available on request. A $15 

annual rate is suggested for the 

hard copy edition. 
 

To subscribe, send name, e-mail 

or mailing address, and indicate 

general/men’s/ or women’s inter-

est. We’ll never sell or trade 

your personal information. 
 
 

Make checks payable to:   

MICHAEL LIPSITZ 
 

 Mail to:  
 

 Hi-Desert LGBT News 
 BOX 3993, LANDERS  CA  92285 
 

 

We rely on reader input to drive 

content. Tell us what’s on your 

mind!             Contact  Us  

Straight Talk 
From the Editor’s Desk 
In putting together this story, the aim was 
to demystify transgenders and create 
awareness of their presence locally. The 
first interview was over lunch at Din Ho in 
Yucca Valley. Sitting across from Leslie 
Andrews, it struck me that I’d never per-
mitted myself to see them, and had no 
understanding of their moti-
vations and challenges.  

My ignorance of the subject 
never stood in the way of of-
fering answers when straight 
friends have consulted me on 
the curiosities of trans-
genders. The experience is not uncommon. 

Listening to Leslie and Lexi’s stories made 
my own coming out experience seem 
struggle free, even trivial. I tried to imag-
ine how it might be grow up with such 
certainty I belonged to the opposite gen-
der that I’d want lose my penis and shed 
the masculinity that is my essence. How 
powerful must be the compulsion to live 
as the gender of your brain and not your 
genitals? How difficult must it be to go to 
such irreversible lengths?  

Set aside the internal challenges to be 
overcome and imagine the bravery and 
fearlessness required to face friends, family, 

coworkers, everyone you come in contact 
with, and present as the opposite sex. Ironi-
cally, TGs are often perceived as  weak.   

Transgenders are routinely maligned, 
marginalized, and misunderstood. They 
are victims of assault and murder with 
alarming frequency. They experience 
double the average rate of poverty and 
unemployment; 97% report being har-
assed on the job; and 19% will be home-
less at some point.1   There’s no denying 

transgenders experience 
society at its most cruel.  

Remarkably, my impression 
of both Leslie and Lexi is 
that they are happy. The  
internal and external chal-
lenges they must bravely 

overcome are apparently easier to attain 
than the prospect of going through life 
trying to conform to the gender you know 
is incorrect, denying your very essence. 

Hearing their stories, realizing the 
lonely, extraordinary journey every 
transgender must discover aroused in 
me enormous compassion and respect. 
Never again will I forget to make room 
for them at the table; to the contrary, 
the transgender community can take 
the seat of honor. 

   Mike Lipsitz, Editor 

TTRANSGENDERSRANSGENDERS  

FFOCUSOCUS   

ONON   THETHE     

FFEARLESSEARLESS   

HiHiHi---Desert Desert Desert LGBT NeLGBT News  s  is  publ ished ten t imes year ly.is  publ ished ten t imes year ly.     

Your  Next  Issue is  June 2010Your  Next  Issue is  June 2010  

1 National Transgender Discrimination Survey by the National 
Center for Transgender Equality & the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force, Nov. 2009. based on 6,450 transgender interviews. 

mailto:hidesertlgbtnews@aol.com
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RIMROCK—The men of Out & About 
next meet for Brunch at the home of 
George Whipple & Don Nelson.   

 1010 AMAM ,  Sunday,  Sunday   
Apri l  25Apri l  25 tt hh  

George & Don are making quiches; 
you bring something to go along ...  

Fresh Fruit, Juice, Bacon, Sausage, 
Hash Browns, Pastry,                        

ready made Pancakes or Waffles ...  

It’s brunch, you know what  to do  

and if you don’t, ask what’s needed 
when you RSVP. 

    
  

  

COMMUNITY DIRECTORYCOMMUNITY DIRECTORY   
  

ANTIQUES & CONSIGNMENTSANTIQUES & CONSIGNMENTS  

Cherish Consignments  -  Donna Dillard 
 7347 Church St., Yucca Valley 

 

Pioneer Crossing Antiques 
Hwy 62 at Pioneertown Rd., Yucca Valley 

760-228-0603 
 

Route 62 Arts & Antiques 
55635 Hwy 62    YV      760-365-4330 

 

ART SUPPLIESART SUPPLIES  

Donation = Creation 
61325 Hwy 62, Joshua Tree 

 760-366-2226 
 

BARS BARS ––   RESTAURANTSRESTAURANTS   
 

Bistro TwentyNine 

73527 Hwy 62 in  29       760-361-2229 
 

Crossroads Café & Tavern 

Joshua Tree     760-366-5414 
 

Downtown Josh Lounge in 29 
73839 HWY 62 at Nat. Park Drive 

„Not Gay, but Gay Friendly‟ 
 

Pappy & Harriet’s   Pioneertown  
760-365-5956 

www.pappyandharriets.com 
 

The 29 Palms Inn   760-367-3505 
73950 Inn Ave., 29 Palms 

 
 

The Palms  Restaurant & Bar 

760-361-2810, Amboy Rd., Wonder Valley 
 

Ricochet Gourmet     JT     760-366-1898    
 

BEAUTY SALONSBEAUTY SALONS  

Bourbon Street Hair Studio 
57407 Hwy 62,   YV   760-365-3626 

  

  COMPUTER SERVICESCOMPUTER SERVICES  
 

R.J. Howard Computing 
760-668-9859   rjhoward.com 

  

COUNSELINGCOUNSELING——SPIRITUALITYSPIRITUALITY 
 

Frank Abney  Therapies for Men 

 Social Worker Minister   951-743-1804   
 inmyworld@earthlink.net 

 

Church of Religious Science - Yucca Valley 
Rev. Ron Scott   760-365-2205  

 

Rev. Louis Gerhardt 
 Minister, Counselor, Friend 

760-367-4627   es19mxc@verizon.net 
 

Rev. Phyllis Lyte 
Chakra Energy Balancing, Tarot, Events 

760-369-0829   plyte@verizon.net 
 

Terry L. Turner, RScP 
760-364-9097  tesheron@aol.com  

 

United Methodist Church—29 Palms 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” 

Rev. Lynn Reece  760-367-7338 
 

United Methodist Church—Yucca Valley 
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” 

Rev. John Runckel  760-365-3671 
  

      Continued  >>>  Continued  >>>   

t t 

OutOut   &&   AboutAbout   
  A Men’s Social Group With Strong Gay TendenciesA Men’s Social Group With Strong Gay Tendencies..   

MorongoMorongo   
BasinBasin   

  Men’s April Men’s April   

  Brunch SocialBrunch Social  

California Men’s Gathering  
invites you to a men’s only 
 

Integratron Sound Bath Integratron Sound Bath   
 

 Saturday April 10th  
 2:30 pm  SHARP (Arrival & Check-In)  
 3 pm  (Sound Bath Session) 
 6 pm  (Optional Drumming Circle) 
  

   Location:  The Integratron 

  2477 Belfield Blvd.,   
  Landers, CA 92285 
   760-364-3126  

  For directions click here. 
To RSVP or get more info. contact Mohabee  
at  760-364-2069 or mohabee@gmail.com . 

 Sound Bath is $20 per person. 

payable in cash only day of event. 

Participants are invited to a post Sound Bath  
Campfire Drum Circle at Starland Community 
weather permitting. Suggested donation for camp-
fire is $10.  RSVP to mohabee@gmai l.com  

The Integratron is an extraordinary dome designed 
as a rejuvenation and time machine. It is the only all
-wood, acoustically perfect sound chamber in the 
U.S. Visit www.integratron.com to learn more. 

The Sound Bath is a 30 minute sonic healing ses-
sion you’ll experience while resting comfortably in 
the Integratron's multi-wave sound chamber.  

Nine quartz crystal singing bowls, each keyed to the 
energy centers or chakras of the body, are played 
live. Here, sound is "nutrition" for the nervous sys-
tem. You’ll lie on a comfy mat in the resonant high-
energy field, while your body is bathed in exquisite 
sound. The result is peaceful waves, heightened 
awareness and  relaxation of mind and body. 

OutOut   &&   About About is a men’s social 

group. All gay  men in the hi-desert are invited to 
join. We are loosely organized for potluck socials, 
theater trips & other events. We gather monthly 
and keep in touch primarily through e- 
mail and this newsletter.  
 

Membership includes around 200 men’s house-
holds in Morongo Basin. Our events are typically 
well attended by a changing pool of 30  
to 45 men. 

Newcomers  welcome!  We aim for events where 
each of our diverse members feels safe, com-
fortable & welcome. Our success is measured in 
the many lasting friendships and associations 
developed through  our programming. Out & 
About is self-supporting. No dues are required; 
we hold raffles or pass the hat to cover inciden-
tals. To join, simply qualify as a gay man living or 
working in our area and request to go on our list:  
Write:  hidesertlgbtnews@aol.com 

t t 

 

 RSVP by Thurs, April 22 

CON T AC T :  NE LS O N D O@L I VE .C OM  
OR  760.668.2232  OR  760.668.2389 

Mark your calendar.  Call today! 
Directions to: 2995 OX YOKE PASS 

 

FROM HWY 62 IN YUCCA —  
Head north on Pioneertown Rd, thru Pioneertown, 
past Pipes Canyon (where Pioneertown Rd becomes 
Rimrock Rd) and continue to end. Then left on Burns 
Canyon for about 200 yards to Ox Yoke Pass, make 
another left. Turn left into drive at split rail fence. 
 

FROM POINTS NORTH — 
Take Old Woman Springs Rd. to Pipes Canyon. Fol-
low Pipes Canyon  all the way to the end and go 
right onto Rimrock Rd. and continue to end. Then 
left on Burns Canyon about 200 yards to Ox Yoke 
Pass, make another left. Turn left into drive at split 
rail fence. 

http://www.pappyandharriets.com
http://www.rjhoward.com
mailto:inmyworld@earthlink.net
mailto:es19mxc@verizon.net
mailto:plyte@verizon.net
mailto:tesheron@aol.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103162557886&s=223&e=001Z400VchcgCzePiav3OydmVxFi9H1vqPACN56xPc8KNA1MJqXxOxeRefTm8jQhD9uflGdr_oGs6QzZFaJ_57AugNvUjMj0SyurKaY6nUiM0zh7AjJr7fkB-SfV7bdPykFlET1NbxA42Y=
mailto:mohabee@gmail.com
mailto:mohabee@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103162557886&s=223&e=001Z400VchcgCwmZfJ4LfdvTbeiE7l0PZOYpa14HMcSDUOhvgwQSRUGWDC-zJ7Dq66gYQRx6Nqh1jJFtz1gCiW64sB58HzD9E8PS2lS4AfHYcYPdWA73DRdPQ==
mailto:outandaboutmb@aol.com
mailto:nelsondo@live.com
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council and planning meetings from 
Yucca Valley to 29 Palms. 

The author of two novels under the 
pen name Mariah Andrews, her 
first work, Awakening From Broken 
Dreams (2004) is a semi-
autobiographical, dra-
matic, yet humorous 
story of a young 
transsexual living a 
life so easily misun-
derstood. Andrew’s 
most recent work, 
Love Cradle, is a sus-
pense thriller. She 
dedicated Love Cra-
dle to the late DHS 
city councilman, 
Gary Bosworth, who 
was a long-time teacher and men-
tor to Andrews. Revenue from her 
book sales go toward Leslie’s much 
anticipated sex reassignment sur-
gery. Costs for the procedure begin 
at around $10,000. 

Lexi Jayden: A Hometown StoryLexi Jayden: A Hometown Story  
“I grew up in Yucca Valley, but I 
never considered it my home-
town,” says Lexi Jayden. “Home is 
where you feel loved and accepted 
and I never felt that there.” 

The 21-year-old began living as a 
female full-time about two years 
ago, but the effort was not new. 
Lexi began making the transition in 
high school. 

“My family was very conservative,” 
she says. “I started school at Joshua 
Springs where the brainwashing 
starts at a very early age.” 

Every queer knows that no amount 
of brainwashing or wishful thinking 
can change one straight. It is the 
same for transgenders. As much as 
one might want to be like everyone 
else, it isn’t possible. 

“When I was 14 I told my dad I 
thought it would be great if I could 
be a woman just for one day,” said 

Lexi. “He shot out to never say 
something like that again, and I 
knew then he’d have a big prob-
lem with it.” Her father committed 
suicide some time after that. 

At 15, Lexi came out as gay and later 
came out again as transgender. A vic-
tim of unchecked harassment at 
Yucca Valley High School, Lexi trans-
ferred to Monument High in 29 
Palms where she was treated much 
better, even dressing female for 
her graduation there. 

Jayden’s most affirming experi-
ence was at Copper Mountain Col-
lege where she was able to pursue 
her education free from harass-
ment. She was even able to work 
with administrators to clear the 
way for her to use the ladies 
rooms, typically a tricky issue for 
TGs who are made to feel unwel-
come using any public restroom. 

Late last year, while celebrating 
her 21st birthday in LA, Lexi met 
Andy. They began dating immedi-
ately. Andy initially had no idea 
Lexi was TG; and his feelings for 
her did not change once she came 
out to him. Lexi did not enroll this 
semester and instead relocated to 
West Covina to be with Andy. They 
are working and saving for Lexi’s 
sex reassignment surgery. 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to Injustice anywhere is a threat to 

justice everywhere  justice everywhere  ——  MLK, JrMLK, Jr..  

What Leslie and Lexi and every hi-
desert T wants is what we all want: 
the freedom to lead honest lives, 
protected under the law, with equal 
access to education, employment, 
housing and healthcare. 

Transgender people have a rightful 
place in the queer community. Fail-
ure to include Ts from the struggle 
for equality would be to fall victim 
to the same misguided reasoning 
that afflicts our persecutors.   

< < ——        Continued 
from Page 1    The Case for TransgendersThe Case for Transgenders 

Abderus is a community group based in 
Crestline. All open-minded people are wel-
come to join us for networking, movies, din-
ners, theatre, bowling, picnics, camping, wine
-tasting, seasonal sports & more.  
Visit our web site for networking & informa-
tion. Visit http://abderus-lgbt.ning.com/ to 
make contact. Join in today!  

Emerald Kingdom Emerald Kingdom   
in Palm Springsin Palm Springs  

Some 30 years ago I was privileged to be the 
Empress of Los Angeles.  20 years ago, I 
moved to the desert.  Now I’m an advisor to 
Czar Drue & Czarina Liz. We’re working on 
Augusts' Czarina’s Ball. This is your introduc-
tion to the Most Imperial Majesties. We’re 
building a strong, charity-oriented, non-profit, 
won’t you help us? Join the many well-know 
people already involved. Go to: Emerald King-
dom and use the Application for Membership 
button. Respectfully, Empress XII Lonnie 
  The Mother Court of Southern California 

  http://www.emeraldkingdom.org/ 

HDEHDE 
GENERAL  
MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING  
 

Noon, Sunday, April 11th 
at  

One of Life's Perks Cafe  
(On Outer Hwy. 18 across from St. Mary's 
Hospital in Apple Valley). One hour meeting 
followed by mingling and fellowship. This is 
our 1st time to meet at One of Life's Perks, 
one of our most avid supporters! Come join 
us to meet new faces, socialize with our 
regulars, and share your ideas! More details 
on our web site .... click on the card above. 

HIGH DESERT EQUALITY  

Abderus LGBTAbderus LGBT   of Crest l ineof Crest l ine   

http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=119176
http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=119176
http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=123653
http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=123653
http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=123653
http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=123653
http://www.iuniverse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?Book=119176
http://abderus-lgbt.ning.com/forum/topics/welcome-to-abderus-lgbt
http://abderus-lgbt.ning.com/
http://abderus-lgbt.ning.com/
http://www.emeraldkingdom.org/
http://www.emeraldkingdom.org/
http://www.emeraldkingdom.org/
http://www.highdesertequality.org/
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORYCOMMUNITY DIRECTORY  

  

GALLERIES & ARTGALLERIES & ART   
  
 

Art Queen 
61855 Hwy 62    JT     Weekends 

 

Joshua Tree Art Gallery 
61695-A  Hwy 62,  JT 

joshuatreeartgallery.com  760-366-3636 
 

Morongo Basin Cultural Arts Council 
61325 Hwy 62   JT    760-366-2226 

 

Purple Agave Art Gallery 
49889 Hwy  62, Morongo Valley  

760-763-6076 
 

29 Palms Creative Center & Gallery 

760-361-1805 29palmscreativecenter.com 

 

Wind Walkers  Abe & JR    760-368-7115 

61729 Hwy 62     Joshua Tree 
  

GARDEN PLANTS & SUPPLYGARDEN PLANTS & SUPPLY  
   

Cactus Mart  - Morongo Valley 

49889 Hwy  62    760-763-6076 
 

MASSAGE & TRAININGMASSAGE & TRAINING   
 

Dave    760-363-3371 
 

Gordon Larson, MA AFO  760-660-9682 

wolfdogbodywork@aol.com 
 

Holistic Therapy & Massage 

Ron@sun-ergy.net 
 

MEDICAL MEDICAL  
 

California Alternative Medicinal Solutions 

800-409-7969  CaliforniaAMS.org 
 

Desert AIDS Project     760-323-2118 

desertaidsproject.org 
 

PETSPETS 

Dog Sitting—Your Home or Mine 

Barbara Renton  760-364-4210 
 

Morongo Basin Humane Society Shelter 
760-366-3786  Joshua Tree 

 

TONS TO OUNCES PET CARE 
Pat Gowland   760-219-3840 

Houndgirl48@yahoo.com 
 

PHOTOGRAPHYPHOTOGRAPHY 
   

Jack Slomovits Photography JackPS.com 
  

  REALTORREALTORSS 

All American Real Estate & Consulting 
760-366-8353  John Simpson   JT 

 

Arlene Jean (AJ)   JT Village Realty 

arlene@jtvillagerealty.com 
760-218-6766 

 

Kathy Grace   JT Village Realty 

kathy@jtvillagerealty.com 
760-219-6766 

 

Phil Spinelli    JT Village Realty 

760-408-7162   philspin2@cs.com    

 

Reggie McAtee   Windermere Realty  
760-285-8100 

 

Richard Casaday   760-831-0338 

rcasaday@windermere.com 
  

                                    Continued  >>>  Continued  >>>   

CCALLALL   TOTO   AACTIONCTION ::    
        AAPRILPRIL  20120100  

 By Donald Krouse  

ENDA, the Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act (HR 3017), can be brought to the House 
floor for a vote when Nancy Pelosi decides to 
do so.  In 30 states, it’s legal to fire someone 
because of sexual orientation. ENDA would 
extend federal employment protections to 
gay, lesbian, and bisexual workers similar to 
those already provided  based on race, relig-
ion, sex, national origin, age or 
disability.  

LGBT organizations are calling 
for action, as are progressive 
organizations not identified 
primarily as LGBT.  But the 
most important incentive 
comes from individual voices.  
Speaker Pelosi needs to hear from each of us. 

The squeaky wheel does get the oil. The 
more people calling for action from the 
bottom up, to elected representatives, the 
more likely a piece of legislation will get 
attention. Minorities who fail to demand 
their own equality do not fare well by qui-
etly waiting for a good fairy godmother to 
make things right. 

The time for passage of ENDA is now.  
Votes for passage exist today but may not 
after midterm elections.  The replacement 

of a Democratic administration with a Re-
publican administration in Virginia has dem-
onstrated the readiness to bash the LGBT 
community.  Virginia’s new Republican gov-
ernor and attorney general have locked 
arms and revoked LGBT non-discrimination 
legislation already in place there.  The num-
ber of states allowing discrimination should 
be shrinking, not growing. 

ENDA is not a ‘States’ Rights’ issue.  ENDA 
is a national mandate and passage will pro-
tect us from employment discrimination in 
all 50 states. 

Republicans are responding to their noisy 
followers. Squeaky wheel Tea Partiers are 
making themselves heard.     Homophobic 
churches get heard.  

We must squeak louder than they are in We must squeak louder than they are in 

order to protect our own backsides. order to protect our own backsides. 

April’s Call to Action asks that you call April’s Call to Action asks that you call 

Nancy Pelosi’s office.Nancy Pelosi’s office.  

Phone Speaker Pelosi and politely ask her 
to bring HR 3017 to the floor immediately.  
She is our friend but must hear from you in 
order to act. When, and if, she acts, please 

also send a thank you message.  Call 202Call 202--

225225--0100 or simply click this link  0100 or simply click this link  http://
www.speaker.gov/contact/ and com-
plete the very short form.  

Donald is a retired financial planner living 
in Morongo Valley. Send him your com-
ments:    CallToActionMB@aol.com   

Visit my Secret Labyrinth Visit my Secret Labyrinth • •   Add a Name To ItAdd a Name To It  

DJ Mitchell DJ Mitchell ••  Wonder ValleyWonder Valley  ••  Call ahead Call ahead 760760--361361--74174177  

http://www.joshuatreeartgallery.com
http://www.29palmscreativecenter.com
http://www.CaliforniaAMS.org
http://www.desertaidsproject.org
mailto:Houndgirl48@yahoo.com
http://www.JackPS.com
mailto:arlene@jtvillagerealty.com
mailto:kathy@jtvillagerealty.com
mailto:philspin2@cs.com
http://www.speaker.gov/contact/
http://www.speaker.gov/contact/
mailto:CallToActionMB@aol.com
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Notice: HiHiHi---Desert Desert Desert LGBT NeLGBT NeLGBT Newsss   By-lines, photos and/or references to individuals or businesses are no indication of political or sex-

ual position or orientation.  If you prefer not to be photographed for publication, tell the person taking pictures.  Primary Coverage Area in-
cludes Flamingo Heights, Johnson Valley, Joshua Tree, Landers, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Morongo Valley, Pioneer-
town, 29 Palms, Wonder Valley, Yucca Mesa & Yucca Valley, with extended coverage to the high desert areas in and around Victor 
Valley. Send queer news to:  HiDesertLGBTnews@aol.com 

Tough Minded Tough Minded 

      OptimismOptimism   
By Rev. Louis Gerhardt 

M 
y friend and mentor, the late Dr. 
Norman Vincent Peale, told me of 
an experience he had in front of a 

busy department store in New York City. 

A complete stranger had collapsed on the 
sidewalk and paramedics were called.  They 
arrived quickly and began attending to the 
man.  They hooked him up to various instru-
ments and began doing their good work. 

I quote now the words of my friend: 

“No one was talking to the man.  He was 
ashen and trembling.  I looked at the cardio-
graph monitor.  It revealed a runaway heart 
rate.  The intervals on the monitor were ir-
regular.  The paramedics were efficiently 
attending to the various emergency proce-
dures.  But no one was attending to the pa-
tient’s panic, which was potentially lethal.” 

“I put my hand on his shoulder.   

‘Sir,’ I said, ‘you’ve got a great heart.’” 

“He opened his eyes and turned toward 
me. ‘Why do you say that?’,  he asked in a 
low voice.” 

“To borrow Oliver Wendell Holmes’s 
phrase, I ‘rounded the sharp corners of the 

truth’ with my reply.” 

“’Sir,’ I said, ‘I’ve been looking at your cardio-
graph and I can see that you’re going to be 
all right.  You’re in good hands.  In a few 
minutes, you’ll be in one of the world’s best 
hospitals.  You’re going to be fine.’” 

“In less than a minute, the cardiograph 
showed a slowing heartbeat.  The gaps be-
tween the tall lines began to widen; the 
rhythm became less irregular. I looked at the 
man’s face; the color began to return.  He 
propped up his head with his arms and 
looked around; he was taking an interest in 
what was happening.” 

“I felt no remorse at having skirted around 
the truth.  What the man needed to lift him 
out of his panic was reassurance.” 

My friend Norman was absolutely correct.  
One of the finest gifts we can give another 
person is to assure them that he or she is 
basically good, that he or she is God’s delib-
erate creation, and that he or she has eter-
nal significance and worth simply by being 
who and what they really are. 

Rev. Dr. Louis Gerhardt is a minister, coun-
selor, and author. His column, Tough 
Minded Optimism, appears in the Hi-Desert 
Star, Desert Trail & Observation Post. He 
counsels those of all religions or no religion. 
You can contact Rev. Lou at 760-367-4627, 
800-995-1620 or res19mxc@verizon.net 

    WeddingsWeddings  
ANY TIME •  ANY PLACE 

ALL RELIGIONS •  NO RELIGION 
 

      TTHEHE  RREVEV. D. DRR.  .    
        LLOUISOUIS  B. GB. GERHARDTERHARDT    

 

         MINISTER  •  COUNSELOR  •  FRIEND 
       760-367-4627   800-995-1620 

COMMUNITY DIRECTORYCOMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLESRECREATIONAL VEHICLES  
 

Giant Rock RV—Daniel Nichols 

RV Parts & Restoration    760-218-9790 
 

  RERESOURCESSOURCES 

Gay Yellow Pages of the Desert 
www.PSGayYellowPages.com 

  

SPECIALTY SHOPSSPECIALTY SHOPS  
 

No Limits—Your Local Toke & Poke 

56778 Hwy 62     YV   760-365-6969 
 

Trophy Express—Geoff & Judy 

56994 Hwy.62    YV 

760-228-1080  www.trophyexpress.com  

  

TAX SERVICETAX SERVICE  
 

Chris Barron  323-774-8341 

 contact@chrisbarron.net 
 

Lester & Mike    Zippy Income Tax 

 29 Palms Rio Ranch Market 

760-401-3017  www.zippyincometax.com 

  

YOGA  PILATES  MEDITATIONYOGA  PILATES  MEDITATION  

Fred Fulmer’s  Yogatime Pilates 
Fri—Sun in Joshua Tree 

760-366-3636  http://yogatimepilates.com/  
 

The Integratron — Landers 
 . www.integratron.com    760-364-3126 

 

Starland Community, Flamingo Heights 
www.starlandcommunity.org 

 
 

 

VACATION RENTALSVACATION RENTALS  
 

www.joshuadesertretreats.com 
310-558-5544 

 

www.joshuatreehighlandshouse.com  
760-366-3636    See ad below.  

 

www.ranchomojave.com 
Ron House      Rimrock    818-506-6357 

 

www.sapphireranchrentals.com 
Jeffrey Perry   Wonder Valley Land Co. 

   Post Your Free Classified Ad at Post Your Free Classified Ad at Post Your Free Classified Ad at          www.hidesertlgbtnews.comwww.hidesertlgbtnews.com  

mailto:HiDesertLGBTnews@aol.com
mailto:res19mxc@verizon.net
http://psgayyellowpages.com/
http://www.trophyexpress.com
mailto:contact@chrisbarron.net
http://www.zippyincometax.com%0d%0d
http://yogatimepilates.com/
http://www.integratron.com
http://www.starlandcommunity.org
http://www.joshuadesertretreats.com
http://www.joshuatreehighlandshouse.com
http://www.ranchomojave.com
http://www.sapphireranchrentals.com
http://www.hidesertlgbtnews.com
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Free ClassifiedsFree Classifieds   
FOR RENT WONDER VALLEY—2BR, 1 Bath Home on 5 se-
cluded acres with Swimming Pool!  Block wall fence; 2 car 
garage, new carpet, pets ok. Did we say Swimming Pool? 
$700/month*. Call DJ at 760-361-7417.  
 

HELP WANTED  VICTOR VALLEY—Newsletter seeks corre-
spondent to cover queer news in Victorville, Apple Valley, 
Hesperia. Submit stories or write column on events and an-
nouncements from local organizations & night spots. Earn the 
satisfaction you’re helping move our communities forward, 
increasing visibility & acceptance. Mike 760-449-4048  
 

FOR RENT LANDERS—Furn room in 2BR home for rent to gay 
guy/lesbian. Full house privileges. Good dogs. Own 25” TV, 
views, clean, safe, quiet. $325/mo. inc. util. Jim 760-364-1046  
 

INCOME TAX SERVICE starting at $50. Individual returns 
done from Palm Springs; mention Out & About for 10% off final 
price. Chris Barron 323-774-8341 or contact@chrisbarron.net 
 

HANDYMAN SERVICE  Jeff Kitt’s Home Improvement: 
20+yrs construction/remodeling exp. Gr8 refs, reasonable/
reliable! 760-810-5795 or 760-364-3678   Kittkid5@hotmail.com 
 

TOTAL BODY RELIEF  Hi-Desert Masseur  Masculine, cer-
tified professional w/m 60. Relaxes & relieves your full, ach-
ing, throbbing body with Shiatsu, Swedish, Reiki, Tantric & 
more. $55 in/$75 out.  Call Dave 760-363-3371 
 

ROMANCE  Man Seeking Man  Am I the only single 52-year-
old in the Hi-Desert?  I like classic Rock & Roll, Movies, & the 
Troopers. I’m masculine, 6’4” and quiet until you get to know 
me. I don’t drink/smoke, but like to laugh.  Call  760-660-3510 

 

Send your Classified to:   HiDesertLGBTNews@aol.com 
1 Free ads  published at editor’s discretion on space available basis.  

   Post Your Classified Ad on Our Site FreePost Your Classified Ad on Our Site FreePost Your Classified Ad on Our Site Free111
   

HiHiHi---Desert Desert Desert LGBT NeLGBT News  s  onl ine at  onl ine at  

www.hidesertlgbtnews.comwww.hidesertlgbtnews.com  

Transgenders  meet  at  UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
Saturday, April 10      4 to 8 PM 

3041 N. Sierra Way, San Bernardino 92405 
 

If you’re TG or questioning what you are, this may be a good place to begin 
your search. transgendered-soul.com  or  tgsint@onekate.com 

mailto:contact@chrisbarron.net
mailto:Kittkid5@hotmail.com
mailto:HiDesertLGBTNews@aol.com
http://www.transgendered-soul.com
mailto:tgsint@onekate.com


Hi Hi Hi---Desert Desert Desert   
LGBTNews LGBTNews   

PO Box 3993 

Landers, CA 92285-0993 

 

 

 

 

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
Support Support   

our our   

AdvertisersAdvertisers  

  

Yucca Mesa Nature WalkYucca Mesa Nature Walk  
 

Hike this beautiful loop  
with Phil Gray as guide.  

MON, THURS, SAT WHEN  
TEMP IS 50˚ OR MORE 

 

Contact Phil to find out more  

or to schedule a walk.  

pdg@rjhoward.com    
760-365-4542 

Difficulty adjusted to suit you.    

Next Issue Next Issue   

will publish will publish   

in June!in June!   

mailto:pdg@rjhoward.com

